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produced large quantities of tin and tungsten during the Wa
but the present output fluctuates widely with the price of tl
metals. The output of tin in 1933 was 4,960 tons, worth >
lakhs.
The historic Burma Ruby Mines Limited, after many viciss
tudes, went into liquidation in 1925-26. The famous jade \
China is found in the north of Burma and exported overtax]
to China via Mogaung and Bhamo. The mines are situate
beyond Kamaing, north of Mogaung, in the Myitkyina Distric
The miners are all Kachins. The value varies enormously a
cording to colour, which should be a particular shade of dai
green. Semi-transparency, brilliancy and hardness are, ho\
ever, also essentials. The old river mines produced the be
quality. The quarry mines produce larger quantities, but tl
quality is not good.
Gold is found in most of the rivers in Upper Burma, but tl
gold-washing industry is for the most part spasmodic in tl
intervals of agriculture.
Amber is extracted by Kachins in the Hukawng Valle;
but the quality of the fossil resin is not very good.
Salt is manufactured at various places in Upper Burm
notably in the lower Chindwin, Sagaing, Shwebo, Myingya
and Yamethin Districts, as well as in the Shan States.
Iron is found in many parts of the hills, and was former]
worked by inhabitants of the country.
Communications. From time immemorial the princip;
highway of Burma has been the Irrawaddy and its tributarie
Even at the present day the railways have rather supplemente
than replaced the rivers as highways of trade. The Bunr
Railways (2,057 miles in 1933) were taken over by the Goven
ment of India in January, 1929. They are all metre gauge. Ti
main line runs from Rangoon to Mandalay, where it was formerl
interrupted by the Irrawaddy, but is continued on the opposil
bank of the river to Myitkyina. A magnificent rail and roa
bridge, three-quarters of a mile long, was opened in 1934. Thei
is no railway connection with India proper, nor with any neigl
bouring country. The centre of the oilfields, Yenangyaung, :
still only accessible by river. Until a few years ago Burma ws
virtually without roads, but over 2,000 miles of metalled roa
are now open, including a good motor road from Rangoon t
Mandalay. Outside Rangoon and Mandalay there are no hotels
away from the river and the railways the traveller is forced t
use bullock-carts, elephants or mules and it is rarely possible t
cover more than an average of 15 or 20 miles a day. There ar<
however, Government Rest Houses, built primarily for the use c